
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Thursday 19’th 
February  at 7.00pm in the Spencer Room, The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
Present:      
 
Mrs J Harnwell (JH)  - Sutton Parish Council 
Mrs Margaret Lumb (ML) - Bluntisham Parish Council 
Mr Ian Dewar (ID)  - Sutton Parish Council 
Mr Peter Brace (PB)  - Earith Parish Council   
Mr Alan James (AJ)  -  
Kathy Searle   - Bluntisham Parish Council 
Gareth Wilson   - Haddenham Parish Council, East Cambs DC 
David Deacon   - Sutton Parish Council 
Pauline Wilson  - Haddenham Parish Council 
          
 
Clerk:        Mr O Mc Laughlin (OM)  - Earith Villagers’ Association 
 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the meeting 
 
It was agreed that Mrs J Harnwell should chair the meeting.  
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from:  Terry Rogers and Peter Goddard 
 
3. Minutes & Actions from last meeting 
 
Minutes of the last meeting on November 4’th  were approved. 
 
Actions from previous minutes: 
 

Action  Owner Status 

Contact CCC to ascertain the 
annual cost of repairing and 
maintaining certain fen roads, and 
what will be the likely extra impact 
of developments such as 
Northstowe. 

AJ AJ said he was still doing this.  
 

Provide contact details for the main 
hauliers. 

ID Ongoing 

PCs to pursue process for putting 
in place TROs. 
 
 
New action:  JH to write on behalf 
of the HCV group with a copy to the 
Northstowe JAG. 

DD 
 
 
 
JH 

Sutton are in process of raising the 
paperwork.  
Letter sent on 27/01/09 
 
 

Investigate means of co-operation 
between groups. 

OM/AJ There was some discussion on this. 
The general feeling was that a 
larger group might be unwieldy and 
that two groups might be able to 
apply more pressure. 
Representatives could go to 
meetings when relevant topics are 
discussed. 



Matter arising from previous minutes: 
 
County co-operation -   AJ suggested that there were  two different levels of activity 
going on. Councillors who are often positive and officers who just go through the 
motions.  
 
Hanson -  ML described the experience  of a lady in Colne who reported a speeding 
Hanson lorry to the company. Hanson responded with a general letter to drivers. This 
letter from Brian Chapman was read out. This was felt by the meeting to be another 
example of the willingness of Hanson to engage with residents and to challenge bad 
behaviour and it was unfortunate that other hauliers did not do the same.   
 
4. Mick George Recycling Plant 
 
KS reported an interest in this item and will not participate.  
 
ML:  Reported that at the meeting in Bluntisham MG was belligerent and treated the 
meeting with contempt.  His whole tone was that this was a done deal. The PC draft 
response from Bluntisham stated this.   
It was necessary to respond to the proposals by March 9’th.  The web-site was 
difficult to access.  
 
One of key things was that they are trying to put this forward as a reduction in traffic 
through Earith, Bluntisham etc. But this only applied to movements from the site to 
Melap. There were no figures for delivery vehicles to the site and any skip can go 
there. Most of MGs customers are in Cambridge. Drivers are also paid by the load 
which is not an incentive to drive responsibly. MG hadn’t spoken to the RSPB or the 
environment agency.  
 
Vehicle parking was not discussed at all, or other issues such as fuel spillages. There 
was no definition of what materials can be recycled. There are serious safety 
concerns as there are no footpaths or cycle paths past the site.  
 
PB thinks this is a done deal as CCC want their existing site for the Park and Ride.   
 
The environmental issue is also important. Trucks will be  going further and right 
through the middle of St. Ives.  
 
Lots of skip waste will come out of Northstowe and A14. The county need to find 
another site. What about adjacent to the A14 at St. Ives?   
 
There is also a need to look at alternative methods of transport, such as a railway 
spur from Ely or possibly Manea siding.  
 
This proposal from MG  is not yet on the Minerals and Waste plan. Once it is on it’ll 
be hard to resist. Only Bluntisham have received the notice to date.  
 
Action:  AJ to forward the notice of consultation to Sutton and other parties 
Action:  AJ & OM to put together a response from the HCV 
Action:  ML to find out number of delivery vehicles to the site and number of 
journeys per day. 
 
 
5. Routing Agreements 
 
The meeting felt there is currently no way of enforcing them although technically 
there is a solution by using GPS.  This could be made a condition of planning.  
 



A company has been testing using GPS as a way of enforcing speed limits. HGVs 
should be a priority for this technology. You can measure the movement with these 
devices.  They are being used by lots of companies already to monitor vehicle 
movements.   
 
Need to get local police inspector on your side if you are going for a routing 
agreement.  
 
Action:  Get response from previous email to David Atkinson and mention using 
GPS to enforce routing agreement. 
 
 
6. Northstowe – JAG meeting 
 
It was agreed that this was a very good and informative meeting. The only relevant 
update since then is the survey for the Willingham Bypass.   
 
7. Willingham Bypass Proposals 
 
This has gone to parishes although it may be killed on cost grounds. Option C 
recommended.   
 
CCC has bid for 500 million from the Transport Innovation Fund (TIF), but this will 
probably go to Cambridge. There is also growth area funding available.  
 
The GeoTechnical survey is going ahead. 
 
 
8. Traffic Regulation Orders 
 
Already Covered in Actions Arising. 
 
 
9.  Strategic Route Network Review 
 
This is ongoing. 
 
Action:  Find out how to feedback into this process and circulate everyone with 
details. AJ/OM 
 
Action:  Contact Matt Bradney as well.  
 
10. Future Actions 
 
We should keep pushing as a group. Need to liaise with other groups.  
 
Action: 
Need to gather specific data on these issues: 
 
Health – PM emissions  - OM 
Damage to roads – AJ  
Accidents – Get from the web-site  - OM 
 
We could have a meeting with MPs although there is no guarantee that they would 
be more supportive.  PCs and District Councillors seem to have little influence at 
County level.   
 



‘Cambridgeshire Together’ is another possible avenue. Also EERA. If they get 1000 
signatures on an issue they have to pursue it. 
Action: Send copies of minutes to MPs and others 
 
11. AOB 
 
PW: Straw lorries should not come through Sutton/Wilburton/Haddenham. If one is 
seen and details taken  there is a number to ring and drivers will be told that they are 
not supposed to take those routes. 
 
AJ: Regional Spatial Strategy. Public meetings occassionally. Next is on March 6’th 
at Shire Hall. CRESP is the body. (Cambridgeshire Regional Spatial Strategy).  
 
Action: AJ to email details to everyone. 
 
 
12. Next Meeting 
 
April 23’rd.  7pm.  
 
Action: OM to check on room availability.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


